Mopmpem Ha loue AeaueB (coupka ,Mopmpemu u chumku”, C | 18245).

®ow: Mucmo om 16 sivyapu 1901 2. (koaekuusi ,Kopecnongenuus”, ¢. 836, a.e. 6, A. 2-3)
u meaezpama om 1 mad 1902 2. (. 24, a.e. 4, A. 58).

A portrait of Gotse Delchev (Portraits and Photographs Collection, R | 18245).

Background: A letter of 16 January 1901 (Correspondence Collection, f. 836, archive unit 6, fols. 2-3)
and a telegram of 1 May 1902 (f. 24, archive unit 4, fol. 58).
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,A3 pasoupam cbema equrcmBero kamo nose 3a
kyamypro copeBroBatue Ha Hapogume.”
Toye AenveB

M3 ,loue Aeaueb” om lletio ABopoB

,foue ©6e Bbnrowenue Ha HsikakeB gyx: He
ocmaHa msicmo 6 Makegonusi u Ogpurcko, gemo
ga He e cmbnua HeeoBusm kpak. 3a Hezo
Bpegom, gemo skuBesim GbAeapu, umawe cuzypeH
NOQGCAOH.

B

Tol umawe 3a peaueusi cBoume ybekgerus. 3a
msix mol npurece B kepmBa He camo kuBoma
cu, a, koemo e mHO20 no-mpygHO, U MUCAUMe
cu, 3aWomo mou Hsimawe gpyza MucbA, ocbeH ga
cayku Ha 0cBobogumeaHOMo geno.

Tol cb3gage nbpBume komumemu B ceaama,
nbpBume uemu 6 2opume, nbpBume konepecu 6
epagobeme. U1 Bbnpeku  myd  neeoBama
ckpomrocm  6e  GesnogobHa,  HecpaBHsiema,
egHudka no poga cu. C mobBa cBoe kauecmbBo
mot nopassiBawe Bcuuku u mozaBa, kozamo Beue
gbpkewe Huwkume Ha usrama opzaHuzauus.
INpu nocmosiHHume onacHocmu moil Ge Bcskoza
60gbp u 3acmsiH, Besikoza nbpeab u GescmpatueH.
Cam ce usraeawe, HO cBugHo My Oe ga usraza

gpyzapume.
[..]

3aeuHa moi. Ho mot skuBee. lpeg Hac Bbpbu
Hez0Busim cBemba u Gescmbpmen oOpas u Hu
o3apsiBa nbmsi kbm cBobogama.”.

B. ,PeBoaiouuoner aucm®, 1904, 6p. 1.

‘I understand the world solely as a field for cultural
competition among the peoples.’
Gotse Delchev

From ‘Gotse Delchev’ by Peyo Yavorov

‘Gotse was an incarnation of some kind of spirit:
no place in Macedonia and the Edirne region
remained without him setting foot there.
Wherever Bulgarians lived, he could always find
a safe shelter.

[...]

His credo was his beliefs. For their sake he
sacrificed not only his life but his thoughts,
which was much harder, because the sole
reflection that guided him was to serve to the
liberation cause.

[...]

He created the first committees in villages, the
first chetas in forests, the first congresses in
towns. Despite this, his modesty was unique,
incomparable, one of a kind. This quality startled
everyone, even when he was in charge of the
whole Organisation. Under constant menaces, he
was always sprightly and cheerful, always agile
and fearless. He accepted danger with readiness,
but did not dare expose comrades at risk.

=

He died. Yet he lives. His radiant figure guides
us, illuminating our path to freedom.

Revolyutsionen List newspaper, 1904, issue 1.

loue (Feopau) HukonoB AeaueB (1872-1903) e ugeonroz, opzaHusamop
u pvkoBogumea Ha HauuoHaaHoocBobogumeaHomo gBukerue Ha Obrcapu-
me om Makegonusi u OgpuHcko, ocmaHaau 8 npegeaume Ha Ocmarckama
umnepust caeg OcBobokgeHuemo Ha bbacapusi.

Pogen 6 Kykyw (grewnusi Kuakuc 8 Tbpuusi), mod yuu 8 pogHus cu
epag u B bbreapckama mwkka eumuasust & CoayH, a nocae B8 Boennomo
qu\uw,e ) CO(EUQ (1891), Ho 3apagu yuyacmuemo cu 8 couuaaucmuyecku

pkok e uskaiouen u om 1894 2. e yuumea 6 LLlun. Tam moul cpewa Aame

pyeB, kolimo 20 npuobwaBa kbm BbmpewHama makegoro-ogpurcka peBo-
AtouuoHHa opeaHuszauust (BMOPO). Toue cb3gaBa kanaau 3a npexBbpasiHe 8
Makegorusi Ha Aumepamypa, kypuepu u opbkue, pasBuBa u ykpenBa
mpexkama Ha BMOPO, a no Bpeme Ha CoayHckusi U konepec (1896) yuacm-
Ba B uspabomBaremo Ha opeaHusauuoHeH ycmaB u npaBuaHuk. Apecmu,
npegnpuemu om mypckama Baacm, 20 npunykgaBam ga HanycHe LLlun.
HasHauen om bBbaeapckama eksapxusi 3a yuumen 8 bancko (1896), mou
gonpuHacsi u 3a Hanpegbka Ha yuebHOMO geno.

BceomgaeH u xapusmamuueHn, [loue ce npeBpbwa 6 Heocnopum
opeaHuzauuorer u Boenen pbkoBogumea Ha BMOPO u kamo egun om
aBmopume Ha npoepamHume U gokymeHmu (1902) okasBa pewumerHo
BausiHue Bbpxy HeliHume ugelHu npuHuunu. Tol BsipBa, ue ocBobokgerue-
mo Ha Makegonusi u OgpuHcko om ocmarcka Baacm we cmane ¢ Bbopb-
*keHno Bbcmarue, 3a koemo e Heobxoguma npogbakumenra u BcecmpanHa
nogeomoBka. Makap ga cuuma 3a npubbpsaHo peweHuemo Ha Anyapckus
korepec Ha BMOPO (1903) ,3a noBcemecmHo cmpameeuuecko Bbcmanue”,
loue ce BkaouBa B nogeomoBkama, Ho npegaaza oeparuuabaHe Ha maco-
Bocmma my. Cpeg 2rnaBHume HeeoBu 3acAyeu e cb3gaBaHemo Ha uemu,
koumo nponazaHgupam u nogzomBsim Gbgewomo HapogHo BbcmaHue u ce
20mbsim 3a HezoBu ocHOBHU sgpa.

Ha nbm 3a konepec Ha Cepckusi peBoatouuoHeH okpbz mod nonaga 8
obkpwkenue u 3azuBa 6 cpakenue npu c. banuua. ubeama my e mekbk
ygap 3a BMOPO u 3a HauuoHarHoocBobogumeaHomo gBuketue.

BbbAcapusi mauu namemma Ha loue AeayeB u gHec umemo my Hocsim
epag u ceaa B lMupuxcka Makegorusi, OyaeBapgu u yauuu 8 usaa beacapusi,
yuuauwa, d6ubauomeku, yumasuwga, dpoakaopru aHcamdbau u xopoBe.

Gotse (Georgi) Nikolov Delchev (1872-1903) was an ideologist, organiser
and leader of the National Liberation Movement of the Bulgarians in
Macedonia and the Edirne region, who remained within the Ottoman Empire
after the Liberation of Bulgaria.

Born in Kukush (now Kilkis in Greece), he studied in his native city and
in the Bulgarian Men's High School of Thessaloniki, then in the Military
School in Sofia (1891), but he was dismissed from there because of his
participation in a socialist circle, to become a teacher in 1894 in the city of
Shtip. There, he met Dame Gruev who helped him join the Internal
Macedonian-Adrianople Revolutionary Organisation (IMARO). Gotse created
channels for transferring literature, couriers and arms into Macedonia,
developing and strengthening the IMARO network, and during its
Thessaﬁ)nﬁd Congress (1896), he contributed to the Organisation’s statute and
rules of procedure. Arrests undertaken by the Ottoman authorities forced him
to leave Shtip. Appointed by the Bulgarian Exarchate as a teacher in Bansko
(1896), he contributed also to the progress in educational work.

A highly dedicated and charismatic personality, Gotse became an
indisputable organiser and military leader of the IMARO and one of the
authors of its programme documents (1902), exercising a decisive influence
on its conceptual princitples. He believed that Macedonia and the Edirne
region would be freed from the Ottoman rule through an armed uprising,
requiring lengthy, comprehensive preparations. Although he considered that
the January IMARO Congress (1903) had taken a hasty decision ‘on a mass
strategic uprising’, Gotse took part in its preparation, but sug%)ested its
massive scale to be limited. Among his greatest merits was the establishment
of chetas (armed forces) advocating and preparing a future popular revolt,
while getting set to be its main units.

On the way to a congress of the Serres Revolutionary District, his cheta
was surrounded ‘and he died in battle near the village of Banitsa. His death
was a heavy blow, for the IMARO and the National Liberation Movement.

Bulgaria pays tribute to the memory of Cotse Delchev, and today a city
and several villages in Pirin Macedonia carry his name along with boulevards
and streets throughout the whole country, schools, libraries, community
centres, folklore ensembles, and choirs.



