3AameH MegaAboH Ha XaH Omypmae, HauuoHanen apxeonozudecku uscmumym
¢ mysel npu bbaeapckama akagemusi Ha Haykume.

A gold medallion of Khan Omurtag, the National Archaeological Institute with Museum
at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.

®on: Munuamiopu om ,Xporuka” Ha Moan Ckuauua, Magpugcku npenuc
om XII 6., HauuonaaHa 6ubauomeka Ha VicnaHusi.

Background: Miniatures from the Chronicle of John Skylitzes, Madrid Skylitzes
of 12th Century, National Library of Spain.

Bbazapckama HapogHa Ganka uskasba GaaeogapHocm Ha Appkabra aceHuus ,Apxubu”
u Ha HauuoHaaHusi apxeorozuvecku uHcmumym ¢ mysed 3a npegocmabeHume usobpakeHusi.

The Bulgarian National Bank gratefully acknowledges the Archives State Agency and the National
Archaeological Institute with Museum for provided images.

XaH Omypmae
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Xan Omypmaz (?-831) e Gbreapcku Baagemen, usBecmeH c ugaocmHa-
ma cu agmuHucmpamuBHa pedopma, npeBbpHara bbacapusi 8 uenHmpaau-
3upaHa cpegHoBekoBHa moHapxus, ¢ mawabHomo cu cmpoumeacmBo u

cmonanckusi pasuBem Ha cmpaHama no Bpeme Ha HezoBomo ynpaBaeHue.

MbpBopogeH cuH Ha xaH Kpym, Omypmaz ce Bb3uapsiba npes 814 .
Cpeg nbpBume my geaa e nognucbaHemo Ha 30-zoguweH muper gozoBop
¢ Busanmus. Cbc cuaa mou Bpbwa 6 npegeaume Ha BbAzapus omuenuAu-
me ce craBsincku naemena 3anagHo om p. Tumok, a upe3 ycnewHa noau-
muka Ha pascenBare Ha craBsiHu u Obacapu npeycmaHobBsiBa omnagaHemo
om cmpaHama Ha gpyeu mepumopuu. Mupbm no3BoasiBa Ha Omypmaz ga
BbscmaHoBu onokapenama cmoauua [Maucka u ga pasebpHe mawabHo
cmpoumeacmBo — npu Hezo06omo ynpabBaeHue ca usepageHu MHO2O0OPOUHU
gbopuu, kyamoBu u skuauwnHu cepagu, kpenocmu, mocmoBe u gpyeu
nocmpotku.

lpoBegeHama om Hezo agmuHucmpamuBHa pedopma npogbrkaba
3anoyHamomo om bawa my: cmpaHama e pasgeseHa Ha 10 komumama,
Hauero C HasHaveHu om xaHa komumu, u e cb3gageHa obuwa Botcka c
eguHHo pbkoBogcmBo, cbcmosiwa ce om nocmosiHHa Baagemencka gpysku-
Ha u BoeHHO onbAueHue. B pesyamam gbprkaBama ce ueHmpaausupa u ce
ymBbprkgaBa H6ockecmBeHocmma Ha xaHckama Baacm. Makap ga ommensi
aBmoHomusima Ha caaBsHume, Omypmaz npogbakaBa ga eu usguea 6
gbopa cu, c koemo HamarsBa npomuBopeuusima mexkgy omgeaHume
Hapogu u cmabuausupa gbpxkabama. MNpomuBogetcmBadku Ha BAusiHuemo
Ha BusaHmusi, mol npoBexkga e2oHeHusi cpewy XpucmusiHume u AuwaBa
npueausi xpucmusHcmBomo cBol nbpBopogeH cun om npecmoaa.

LlapyBaHemo my e Hall-goOpe gokymeHmupaHusm nepuog om cpeg-
HoBekoBHama Gbreapcka ucmopusi. V13Becmua e koronama ¢ Hamaaapckust
Hagnuc, Ha kosimo ca usceyeHu gymume Ha Bragemensi: ,YoBek u gobpe
ga kuBee, ymupa u gpye ce pakga. Heka pogenusm no-kbcHo, kamo
2Aega MO3U Hagnuc, ga Cu CnomHs 3a oHozoBa, kodmo 20 e HanpaBua.”.

Khan Omurtag (?-831) was a Bulgarian ruler known for his overall
administrative reform, which transformed Bulgaria into a centralized
medieval monarchy, for his large-scale construction and the economic
prosperity of the country during his reign.

The firstborn son of Khan Krum, Omurtag began to reign in 814. The
Thirty years’ peace treaty with Byzantium was among his first acts. Using
force, he returned the seceded Slavic tribes west of the Timok River to
Bulgaria’s borders. The successful policy of resettling Slavs and Bulgarians
helped stop the separation of other territories from Bulgaria. The peace
allowed him to restore the burnt down capital Pliska and to deploy
large-scale construction: during his reign a large number of palaces,
religious and residential buildings, fortresses, bridges and other buildings
were built.

By implementing administrative reforms, he continued what his father
had started: the state was divided into 10 comitati (provinces), whose
comiti (governors) were appointed by him; the army was integrated with a
unified leadership, consisting of a permanent military unit of the ruler and
corps. As a result, the state was centralized, affirming the divinity of khan’s
power. Although Omurtag removed the autonomy of the Slavs, he
continued to promote them at his court thus reducing the tensions between
the individual tribes and stabilising the state. Counteracting the influence of
Byzantium, Omurtag persecuted Christians and therefore his eldest son,
who converted to Christianity, was deprived of the throne.

Omurtag’s reign is the best documented period in medieval Bulgarian
history. On the column with so called Chatalar Inscription Khan Omurtag’s
words are engraved: ‘Man dies even if he lives well, and another is born, and
let the latest born seeing this inscription, remember the one who made it.’.



