Kykepckama zpyna ,KaBakauu” om AoaHo EsepoBo, ObwuHa bypeac, cneueauaa npes 2019 2.
nbpBomo msicmo Ha Hauuonaarusi kykepcku npasnuk ,Kykepuaga — TyHgka, Aoaurama
Ha kykepume” 8 c. Yapean u snamuama macka na XXVIII meskgynapogen dpecmuBan
Ha mackapagHume uzpu ,CypBa“ 8 lMepruk.

The Kavaklii kukeri group from Dolno Ezerovo near Burgas won pole positions in the 2019
“Kukeriada — Tundzha, the Kukeri Valley” National Kukeri Festival in the village of Chargan,
and the Golden Mask at the 28th Surva International Festival of Masked Playacting in Pernik.

Bbrzapckama HapogHa Oamka uskasBa GracogapHocm Ha ObwuHa TyHgoka
3a npegocmaBerume usobpakeHusi.
The Bulgarian National Bank kindly acknowledges the Municipality of Tundzha’s
help with images.
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Cmsima ce, ye kamo yacm om npegcBamberume obuvau epeeH-
ckume mackapagru uepu Bogsim HauaAOmo Ccu NO Hawume 3emu om
mpakume. B noBeuemo patioHu Ha bbacapusi mosu gpeBeH obuuau e
usBecmen kamo kykepu, a nsikbge kamo cypBakapu.

Kykepcku wecmBus ce npoBexkgam 2raBro no Bpeme Ha npasHu-
uume mexkgy Koaega u Beaukgen. Hsikoza 6 msix yuacmbaau camo
epeeHu, npegpeweru kamo >keHu uau obaeueHu B >kuBomurcku koxku
kamo cumBoau Ha naogopoguemo. C macku u 3BbHUU Ha nosica, C
pummuuna cmbnka me obukaasim cenomo, caeg koemo ce cbbupam 3a
xopo Ha naowaga. CypBakapume pasuepaBam pumyasHa cBamba, a
kykepume — obpegHo 3aopaBaHe.

Kocmiomume om pasaudHume emtoepadcku obracmu Ha Bbaca-
pusi ce pasauyaBam. O6ukHoBeHo Ha 3anag me HanogobsiBam >kuBom-
Hu, a Ha usmok ca no-uoBekonogoOHu. Bcsika macka Bbnabwaba no
yHukareH HauuH BbobpakeHuemo Ha cBosi maticmop. Mackume npeg-
cmabasiBam 2aabu Ha npuuygauBu cbuiecmBa cbc cmbpuawu 360U, poza
u onawka uau ¢ mpakawu kaioHoBe. Vizpabomenu ca om oBuu u kosu
kosku, nepa, poea, wyma, npekga u gpyeu ecmecmBeru mamepuaau.

MNMogobro Ha Bcska skuBa mpaguuusi, u kykepckume uepu ce
npomeHsim, kamo BkaouBam HoBu cumBoAau u obpasu u paswupsibam
kpvea Ha yuacmBawume no noa u Bbspacm. B Hawu gHu me ca
dbecmuBanu Ha Beceauemo, HapogHomo mBopuecmBo u MpaguuuUOHHU-
me 3aHasmu, ¢ koumo ombeassBame kpas Ha 3umama, npodykgaremo
Ha npupogama u Bwv3parkgaHemo Ha skuBoma.

Kykepckusim obuuati e B8 ocHoBama Ha peguua mexkgyHapogHu
decmuBaru Ha mackapagHume uepu, kamo ,CypBa“ 6 [lepHuk,
npoBekgan ekezogHo om 1966 2. Hacam, ,Kykepaangusi” 6 fmboa u

gpyeu.

It is thought that today's Bulgarian masked laddish playacting goes
back to the prenuptial rites practiced by the ancient Thracians. In most
parts of Bulgaria, they call this ancient custom kukeri, or occasionally
survakari.

Most kukeri pageants fall on feast days between Christmas and
Easter. In days of old, they included only unmarried men dressed as
women or else donning animal skins as fertility symbols. Masked, bells
slung from cummerbunds, they would tour villages summoning everyone
to the square. Survakari would then perform ritual weddings, while kukeri
would mimic ritual field tilling.

Costumes differ across Bulgarian ethnographic areas. The more
western ones usually resemble animals, those further east being more
androgynous. Each mask is nevertheless unique, only limited by its
maker’s imagination. Masks often resemble phantasmagorical creatures
with poking fangs, horns and tails, or beaks. They are made of sheep and
goat skins, feathers, horns, leaves, wool and other natural materials.

As with any living tradition, kukeri pageants are evolving to include
new memes and imagery and broaden the circle of participants” sex and
age. Today, they are jolly feasts of folk craft and traditional trades
marking the end of winter and the awakening of nature and the revival
of life.

Kukeri rites lay at the base of several international masked
playacting festivals, notably the Surva, staged by the town of Pernik since
1966, and the Kukerlandia in Yambol, etc.



